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Let me say at once that no Court in this land has any power to issue a
search warrant to enter a man's house so as to see if there are
papers or documents there which are of an incriminating
nature, whether libels or infringements of copyright or anything else of the
kind. No constable or bailiff can knock at the door and demand entry so as
to inspect papers or documents. The householder can shut the door in his
face and say "Get out". That was established in the leading case of Entick
v. Carrington, in (1765) 2 Wilson. None of us would wish to whittle down
that principle in the slightest.

But the Order sought in this case is not a search warrant. It does not
authorise the Plaintiffs’ Solicitors or anyone else to enter the Defendant's
premises against his will. It does not authorise the breaking down of any
doors, nor the slipping in by a back door, nor getting in by an open door or
window. It only authorises entry and inspection by the permission of the
Defendants. The Plaintiff must get the Defendant's permission. But it does
do this: It brings pressure on the Defendants to give permission. It does
more. It actually orders him to give permission - with, | suppose, the result
that if he does not give permission, he is guilty of contempt of Court.
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